CHAPTER   I
GREAT BRITAIN  GOES  TO  WAR
IN TURKISH ARABIA
LATE in the day of November 6th, 1914, a detachment of the
16th Infantry Brigade under the command of Brig.-General
W. S. Delamain disembarked under the guns of H.M.S. Odin
at Fao, the southernmost point of Turkish Arabia. The guns
of the fort had been already silenced by the Odin and there was
no further resistance. Within a few minutes the Union Jack
replaced the Osmanli Crescent at the flagstaff.x
Thus began the campaign which eventually was to wrest
from the Ottoman Empire the whole of Turkish Arabia, as the
Turkish wilayets or provinces of Basra, Baghdad and Mosul
were then known in British official circles,2 and to lay the
foundations of the Kingdom of Iraq.
In this engagement at Fao stands revealed, in brief, British
policy in the Middle East: the control, direct or indirect, of
the Persian Gulf and its natural extensions, the Tigris and
Euphrates valleys, as the outposts of India, which, if jeopard-
ized, must be safeguarded by force of arms when peaceful
means had failed. When, therefore, from August, 1914, Turkey
had given almost unmistakable indication that she would join
the Central Powers against the Allies, the significance of her
1 Brig.-General W. S. Delamain to Chief of General Staff, November i6th,
1914. See also, Moberley, Brig,-Gen. F. J, (History of the Great War based
on Official Documents), The Campaign in Mesopotamia, 1914-1918 (London,
1923-37), Vol. i, p. 107. Hereafter referred to as O.H. (Official History).
2  In referring to the regions now known as 'Iraq, the attempt has been made
in this work to employ the term current in official usage at the time.  Thus
Turkish Arabia is used for the pre-war period, Mesopotamia for the war-time
and 'Iraq for the post-war period, although the latter term did not entirely
displace that of Mesopotamia until 1920-21.
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